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Our Philosophy for Teaching French

At Yarlside we believe that pupils should develop a love for learning languages; we strive to encourage pupils’
curiosity of languages, providing an opening to other cultures and deepening their understanding of the world. Our
intention is to prepare pupils for a smooth transition into learning a language at secondary school and for them be
equipped to study and work in other countries.

National Curriculum

The National Curriculum for maintained schools in England stipulates that the teaching of foreign languages is
required at Key Stage 2 (ages 7 —11). This can be in any modern foreign language (MFL). Academies and free
schools are not required to follow the National Curriculum. However, Ofsted still expects them to teach ‘a broad,
rich curriculum... that includes languages’. Within the National Curriculum, clear guidance is given around
expectations of the purpose of learning a foreign language. This includes preparing pupils for learning further
languages and equipping them to study and work in other countries. Key aspects of study that are explicitly
referenced in the National Curriculum for MFL include:

¢ Vocabulary acquisition

¢ Varied oracy opportunities, including engagement in conversation
¢ Phonics and accurate pronunciation

e Grammatical knowledge

¢ Reading and listening for meaning

e Sentence composition

¢ Simple writing tasks

Our Curriculum

All aspects of the National Curriculum are carefully represented in our French curriculum. We use ‘CUSP’ as the main
resource for planning and implementing our scheme of work. It is organised into blocks, covering important and
useful topics such as the environment, well-being and travel, as well as various aspects of French culture.

Curriculum Organisation

French is taught throughout Key Stage 2 through units of work that include key MFL linguistic concepts and
previously learnt language concepts to enable children to build on known themes and vocabulary. The core content
overview outlines substantive and disciplinary knowledge and key vocabulary that children will learn throughout
each block of work. This includes the vocabulary, phonics and grammatical constructs that children will learn, as
well as the opportunities to develop their reading, writing and oracy skills.

Units of work are delivered through half hour lessons each week, where there is a limited emphasis on children’s
writing of French and a greater focus on reading, oracy and laying strong linguistic foundations. This is because
children need to hear, see and say whole, correctly spelt words frequently before they are asked to apply these to
written tasks.

Teaching & Learning Approach

A qualified French teacher comes into school to teach every class in Key Stage 2 for 30 minutes every week, and
teaching and learning are focused on the following:

*  Explicit teaching of vocabulary

*  Recap of previous knowledge at the start of each lesson

* Use of knowledge notes to provide a visual and locational cue to help pupils learn and remember new content
that is taught in each lesson



* Repetitive approach to embed vocabulary and structures
* C(Class discussions to compare cultures
* Short activities with a focus on reading and oracy

Classroom Organisation

Lessons are supported with knowledge notes, which provide a visual and locational cue to help children learn and
remember new content that is taught in each lesson. These also encourage children to revisit previously taught
concepts and remember the related knowledge and language.

Focus is placed on practical activities, where speaking and listening are the focus.
Children are encouraged to work in pairs or groups as much as possible to practise their speaking and listening skills

Key language is visited as frequently as possible, through normal group interactions, to help children remember
knowledge that they have learnt during their French lessons, for example, greeting children, telling the time or giving
instructions.

Provision for Lower and Higher Ability

Lessons are adapted to ensure all children are fully involved. Questioning techniques, use of knowledge notes, flash
cards and other visual aids are used to ensure lower ability children are supported throughout the lesson. The
expectation for reading and writing is also reduced so that these children focus more on the speaking and listening
aspect before moving on.

Children are also supported through working in mixed ability pairs and groups, where children can take on different
roles suited to their abilities.

More able children are expected to remember language without support materials.

Extra-Curricular Activities
Pupils are encouraged to access platforms such as Duo Lingo or Netflix to pursue their French learning at home.

Transition to Secondary School

Links have been established with Furness Academy and the school is in regular contact with the Head of Languages
department there. Our scheme of work has been adapted to fit in with Key Stage 3 scheme of work, where similar
teaching practices take place, to enable a smooth transition and consequently, higher attainment in secondary
school.

Continuous Professional Development (CPD)

CUSP provides regular online CPD sessions, which include online courses and videos for teachers, and good practice
is shared between trust schools.

Assessment

Assessment of MFL is formative and carried out continuously throughout each lesson. Children’s knowledge and
understanding of language and pronunciation is assessed through:

* Using the explicit expectations for each sequence

*  ‘Your turn’ tasks which offer opportunities for teachers to assess children’s learning

*  ‘Remember’ tasks which offer opportunities for teachers to assess learning from previous lessons
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