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Literacy – Reading 
Focus books that will feed into all areas of learning: 

 Jack and the Beanstalk, Jaspers Beanstalk, The 

Enormous Turnip, The Global Garden, The Tiny Seed, 

Eddie’s Garden, Fran’s Flower. 

 Continue Read, Write Inc. which will focus on a range of 

reading skills from blending sounds and reading tricky 

words to activities and discussions that focus on 

understanding and comprehension. 

Literacy - Writing  

 Sequencing activities – How seeds grow into plants – 

keeping our own photographic record of planting our own 

seeds. 

 Labelling diagrams of flowers and plants. 

 Writing our own Jack and the Beanstalk story – with a twist 

changing part of the story! 

 Making a non-fiction book about the more unusual uses of 

plants ( eg, paper and clothes)A DID YOU KNOW book. 

 Writing and labelling Life cycles (Chicken, Frog, Flower, 

human) 
Expressive arts and design/Exploring materials 

 Making collage flowers. 

 Creating a garden in miniature using a variety of different 

materials. 

 Developing observational drawing skills using different 

flowers. 

 Studying the work of Monet and then creating our own garden 

paintings using different tools and techniques (wax resist on 

paper and then paint on top, watercolour and adding salt to 
create fading and spotting...) 

 Creating natural dyes from different vegetables and using them 

to make a piece batik (using flour and water resist) and a piece 

of tie dyed cotton. 

Mathematics   

-Number 

 Practical addition- adding up how many items the children 

buy altogether at a role play Farmers Market. 

 Number formation pricing up different items. 

  Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two 

single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. 

 Solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 

-Measures 

 Look at different seeds found in fruit and veg- classify 

according to shape and size. 

 Use money in the role play market stall. 

 Use pictures of and real plants for children to measure height 

using cubes and rulers. 

 Sort plants into height order. 

 Weighing bags of magical seeds and pulses then ordering 

lightest to heaviest. 

 Exploring Capacity and Volume using the outside water wall. 

 

 

Expressive arts and design/being imaginative 
Role play 

 Drama based around Jack and the Beanstalk. 

 Working in role to develop a narrative in the garden 

centre/house or shop 

Songs 

 “I’m a little bean” 

 “Growing plants” 

 “Acorns into Oak trees” 

Music 
 Making music that tells the story of a plant’s cycle, from seed 

to flower and back to seed. 

Dance  

 Recreating the plant cycle using movements and music 

 Just Dance  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

 Fran’s Flower - talk about having patience.  What do 

the children find difficulty waiting for? 

 Talk about plants that grow to provide us with food & 

drink. 

 Talk to the children about looking after living things 

not picking wild flowers...why? 

 Discuss food, water, shelter, care, exercise. 

 Discuss and talk about how we look after ourselves 

and what we need to stay healthy...what about plants? 

 Developing confidence – sharing work and talking 

about likes dislikes and how we can improve. 

 Developing resilience though taking on new challenges 

and not giving up.  

 Helping develop the school’s allotment to provide 

fresh fruit/ veg for the school.  
 

 
Physical Development- Moving and Handling 

 

Moving and Handling – 

 Ball skills catching and throwing using different sized 

balls and also scarves and balloons to help the children 

by giving more time to coordinate hands and eyes 

(focus on watching and concentrating) 

 Practising for sports day. 
 

Health and Self-care- 

 Children know the importance for good health of 

physical exercise, and a healthy diet and talk about 

ways to keep healthy and safe. 

 Children grow and try new fruit/vegetables from the 

school allotment. 

 They manage their own basic hygiene and personal 

needs successfully, including dressing and going to the 

toilet independently. 

Communication and Language  

 

 Developing listening skills in a range of different 

situations. 

 Following instructions involving several actions or 

ideas. 

 Developing speaking by sharing ideas and work with 

the rest of the class. 

 Developing storytelling skills through focused 

activities and also during choosing time. 

Understanding the world, people and communities, technology 

 

 What do seeds need to grow?  Investigate (put 1 in the dark, 1 

no water, 1 no soil, 1 no air, 1 with water, air, light and soil). 

 Plant broad beans in transparent jars/bags & observe their 

growth. 

 Planting a variety of different seeds and recording the changes 

that we see. 

 Where does our food and clothing come from in the world?  

 What are plants used for apart from food? 

 Make seed packets on the computer. 

 Making ink using fruit/ vegetables/ plants. 

 Rainforests and the incredible plants that live there. 

 Helping develop our school allotment. 

 Watching tadpoles develop in our classroom- observing them. 

 Watching Chicks grow in our classroom- observing them. 

 

 

 

 

Growing 

up, up and 

away. 


